4° RIGHTS OF MAN. 

I, 0 ™? 1 ahy ^ ut a bad principle. It cannot be ingrafted on 
* $ d one . ; and wherever the forms in any government are bad 
u is a Certain indication that the principles art bad alfo ’ 

1 will here finally clofe this fobjeft. I bep-an it by remar' im. 
that Mr. Burke had voluntarily declined going into a comnarifon 

ol the KnglnTi and French confiitution, S ’e^pologifes ^n 

p4 f . n “ £ doin 3 u ' by faying that he had net time. iyf r 
Lunce s booK was upwards of eight months in hand, and is cx- 
en h£ d t0 2 vo . u . me oc three hundred and fixty-fix pages. As his 
oiniffion does injury to his caufe, his apology makes it worfcr and 
men on tne Enghfii fide the water will begin to confider, whether 
there is not fome radical deiect in what is called the Endlfii C on- 
l.iamon, that made it neceffary for Mr. Burke to fupprefs the com 
parifon^ to avoid bringing it into view. 1 

As Mr. Burke has not written on ponftitutions, fo neither fm 
he written on the French revolution. He gives no account of its 
commencement or its progrefs. He only expreffes his wonder! 
<( IBooks, fays he, ‘‘ to me, as if I were in a great crifis, not 
. of the affaif s of l ranee alone, but of all Europe, derhaps of 
(f ™ ore t!lan Europe. AH eircumftanees taken together,' the 
.< pene"ll S!ld.” * &0aiM ng that lias hitherto hap. 

As wife men are aftonifhed at fbolifh things, and other people at 
e ?n neS ’ 1 know not °. n which ground to account for Mr. Burke's 
aftomfhment ; but certain it is, that he does not underlhand the 
French revolution.. It has apparently burft forth like a creation 
from a Chaos, but it is n® more than the confequence of a mental 
revolution priordy exiti ng in France. The mind of the naTion 
had changed beiore-nand, and the new order of things has naturally 
followed the new order of thoughts.-I will here, as concifelv » 

I can, trace out the growth of the f rench revolution, and mark 
ti *^5, lria , n] ; ianccs tilat k ave contributed to produce it. 

The defpotifm of Louis XlV. united with the gaiety of his 
Couit, ana the gaudy oftentation of his charaftcr, had 'b humbled 
and at the fame tune 10 fafeinated the mind of France that the 
people appeared to have loft all fcnfc of their own diguin’ in con! 
templanng ; that of their Grand Monarch : and tlm wlmle refou 
of j^oms XV. remarkable only for weaknefs and efieminacy, made 
no other alteration than that of fpreading a fort of lethargy over 
the nation. From which it fhewed no difpofition to rife. •• 

The only figns which appeared of the fpirit of Liberty during 
tnofc periods are to be found in the writings of the French pht 
lo.opners. Montefquieu, prefident of the- Parliament of Board-mx 
went as far as a writer under a defpotic government could we'l 
proceed ; and being obliged to divide himfolf between principle and 
prudence, his. mind often appears under a veil, and vve okht to 
give him crecut for more than lie has expreffed. a 

Voltaire, who was both the flatterer and the fatirift of defpotifm, 
took;.another line, his forte lay in exp Ting and ridiculing the ' 
foperflitions winch prieft-craft united with ifate-craft had inter- 
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woven with governments. It was not from the purify of Ins prin- 
ciples, or his love of mankind, (for fatire and philanthropy are not 
naturally concordant), but from his flrong capacity of feeing folly 
in its true fnape, and his irrefiftible propenfity to expofc it, that 
he made thofe attacks. They were however as formidable as li- 
the motives had been virtuous ; and he merits the thanks, rather 
than the efteem of mankind, y _ ^ 

On the contrary, we find in the writings of Rouiieau, and tne 
Abbe Raynal, a lovelinefs of fentiirient in favour of Liberty, that 
excites refped, and elevates the human faculties; but having 
railed this animation, they do not aired its operations, and leave 
the mind in love with an object, without deferibing the means 
of pofieffmg it. . r 

The writings of Quefnay, Turgot, and the friends or thole 
authors, are of the ferious kind ; but they laboured under the fame 
disadvantage with Montefquieu : their writings abound with moral 
maxims of government, but are rather direded to oeconomife and 
reform the adminiftration of the government, than the governmenc 
itfelf. _ . 

But all thofc writings and many others had their weight ; and by 
the different manner in which they treated the fuBjed of govern- 
ment, Montefquieu by his judgment and knowledge of laws, Vol- 
taire by his wit, Rouffeau and Raynal by their animation, and 
Quefnay and Turgot by their moral maxims and fyflems of (eco- 
nomy, readers of every dais met with fome thing to their taite, and 
a fpirit of political enquiry began to diffufe itfelf through the nation 
at the time the difpute between England and the then colonies of 
America broke out. 

In the war which France afterwards engaged in, it is very well 
known that the nation appeared to be before-hand with the French 
miniftry. Each of them had its view: but thofe views were di- 
rected to different objeds ; the one fought liberty, and the other 
retaliation on England. The French officers and foldicrs who 
artcr this went to America, were eventually placed in the fchool 
of Freedom, and learned the pradice as well as the principles of it 
by heart. 

As it was iinpoffible to feparate the military events which took 
place in America from the principles of the American revolution, 
the publication of thofe events in France neceflarily conneded 
themfelves with the principles which produced them. Many of 
the fads were in themfelves principles ; fuch as the declaration of 
American independence, and the treaty of alliance between France 
and America, which recognifcd the natural right of man, and 
juftified refinance to oppreffion. 

.The then Miniller of France, Count Vergennes, was not the 
friend of America; and it is both jullice and gratitude to fay, that 
it was the Queen of France who gave the caufe of America a 
fafhion.at the French Court. Count Vergennes w r as the perfonal 
and facial friend of Dr. Franklin ; and the Dodor had obtained, 
by his fenfible gracefulnefs, a fort of influence over him ; but with 
refped to principles. Count Vergennes was a defpot. 
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